7-Day Waorkshop
on
‘Decoding National Edueation Policy (NP 20207

A Report

Ihe wdea of this 7-Day workshop on *Decoding National Education Policy 20207 war floated by
cut worthy Principal Dr. Maneesha Kohli. This was the first such initiative in the 9 years history
o this collepe. The nternal Quality Assurance Commitiee (IQAC) of the college was given the
mandate o implement the idea. Initially it seemed unrealistic courtesy the lack of inadequate
mirastructure and other facilities. but they accepted the challenge and the outcome is for
cvenvone to see. The workshop was intended to identify and deliberatc upon various issues and
challenpes with regards to NEP 2020 and finding practicable solutions to make the policy a
functional document. It was organized to discuss on a few pertinent questions such as- Does the
policy promise to provide equality of opportunity? What provisions of expenditure are made for
the implementation? Does it vouch for innovative changes in the curriculum at different levels?
Is there any need' for structural chages ini the existing Tegulatory Bodies? How far will it plug
privatization and commercialization of education? Does it address the question of employability
of the literate? And is the government serious for its implementation or is it a merely political

gimmick?

[0 discuss on these pressing issues the IQAC planned to incorporate all the perspectives to
understand and make sense of the policy document- linguistic, economic. social, historical,
polivieat, wiministratdve drid other 1dlated vnss T thigrendsicroped thvall the aculty meibers
including the Superintendent of the college who schooled the faculty on service rule literary.

The workshop commenced on 16" December 2023 with the lighting of lamp and seeking
blessings of Goddess Saraswati. Dr. Maneesha Kohli, principal of the college was the chief guest
on the occasion. In her inaugural address the chief guest congratulated the IQAC for organizing
the workshop and urged the students to utilize all the resources during the next seven days. In his
keynote address on the first day of the workshop, the IQAC convener Dr. Ajay Kaith stated at
the outset the broad framework of the policy in a simplified manner. After a brief historical
background to the NEP 2020 he elaborated on the four stages of learning- Foundation stage of 3-
8 years. Preparatory stage of 8-11 years, Middle stage of 11-14 years, and Secondary stage of 14-
1% years. He highlighted the focus of the policy document on prioritizing mother tongue as the
medium of instruction during the preparatory stage of learning as mother tongue is the first
Fanguage that a child understands. Understanding newer concepts will be made much easier
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for the higher education, Dr. Kaith underlined some of the key features of NEP such as multiple
cutry and exit, semester based, certificate, diploma and degree certifications, abolition of M.Phil.
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focus on rescarch and imnovation, compulsion of value addition course. multi-stream exibility.
multidiseiplinary education and rescarch niversities (MERUs)y mamstreaming of Sanskrit

amaony others

I he second talk of the day was delivered by She Prem Sharmacon Library Management System in
V2 2000 e underseored the importance of library and information science(s) (LIS) that deals
cencrallv with organization, aceess, collection, and repulation of information in physical or
divital forms. He intormed the audience about the availability of community center libraries,
el distriet and state libraries in Himachal Pradesh. He also talked about the five principles of
Hbran science proposed by the Gather of modern library scienge Dr. 5 R Ranganathan- books are
for use. every person his or her book. every book its reader, save the time of the reader. and a
Hhrany is a prowing organism. He exhorted the students to inculcate the habit of frequenting the

college library.

e second day of the workshop began with report reading of the inaugural day by Anjali. This
day was scheduled to understand NEP 2020 from linguistic viewpoint. In his talk titled A Peep
o the Past Through Oral Traditional Forms: A Riddle Contest Prol. Vishal Rangta reflected
on the language question that the national education policies of 1968, 1986 and 2020 have been
crappling with. with a little or no substantive success. He underlined the inequality of treatment
meted out to different regional languages of India in comparison to English. He also exposed the
real intent behind the imposition of English in India and stressed for the promotion of mother
tongue. especially the younger generation. In the second part of his talk he invited three of his
students- Privanka, Muskan, and Minakshi- to organize a riddle contest. The riddles for the
competition were collected by another student Niharika along with these young researchers from
their Dadis. Nanis. Baas and their male counterparts. The students enjoyed the activity as it

embarked them on a journey to their cherished past.

['he same sentiments were expressed by Prof. Bobija Sharma in her lecture on Rastriya Siksha
Niti Evam Bharatiya Kshetriya.Bhasaem. Ek Samagr Vislesana. She locused her. talk.on three
main aspects of NEP 2020- Multi-lingual approach, its significance, and the practicability of the
policy- how effective and rational and useful it is to implement it. She emphasized on the oral
medium of instruction in the absence of script for any regional language and standardization of
existing age old scripts like TamkiT that we in Himachal Pradesh have. At the end of her talk she
noted some of the drawbacks of NEP- lack of script for certain dialects. lack of good translations,

emplovability in regional languages.

I his concluding remarks Dr. Ajay Khurana, the chief guest of the day, emphasized on the
importance of mother tongue by equating it with ones mother. Our existence is not possible
without the both. He also deplored the lack of seriousness on the part ol our political class as far
ao the question of language(s) is concerned. He concluded by quoting « world renowned writer
Amitab Ghosh on the significance of mother tongue where he says. “The [irst sentence that
comes 1o my mind carly in the morning is in my mother tongue™.
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[he tnrd day o the workshop started with report readimg by Rishilo followed by a talk on
i i1 Commerce by DeoAjay Kaith, He began his lecture by the changing naturc

i

md purpose of education Tmtially education was litked 1o dearing, then the focus shifted to

celi-emplovment and NP 2000 s at employment peneration He highlighted some of the
Doy ative and technological advancements of the contemporary society and urped the students
o ik out of the box and work on those ideas. During the course of his talk he introduced
cortam nen terminologies related to his topic such as Incubation Centers. Fintee Disruption i.e.

e apphication of technology in commeree. Business Process Outsourcing (BPO). Knowledge
Yocess Outsoureing (KPO). E-tailing. Crypto curreney. Chat Bot, Artificial Intelligence ete.

nediately after. Dr. Susheel Kumar began his discussion on Emerging Trends in Indian
nowith Reference to NEP 2020. He introduced the audience with certain cconomic related

i like Gross Domestie Product (GDP). Goods and Services Tax (GST), Aggregate Demand.
Demographic Dividend ete. He also talked about the state of Indian cconomy in relation to the
major economies of the world and assumed it to achieve new heights if it keeps on growing
consistently . He also reviewed emerging trends in economy in the area ol digital transformation.
anovation. renewable energy transition. economic reforms, manufacturing. skill development

and cduc;mon. rcscm‘ch nnd devclopmult etc.

In her concluding speech the chief guest Dr. Maneesha Kohli informed the students about the

ailability of Biotechnology Incubation Center in Himachal Pradesh University (HPU) which
provides financial assistance and technological know-how  to a start-up or new idea and urges
the students to avail this opportunity. She also encouraged the students toward the cultivation of
medicinal plants along with the importance of multidisciplinary learning.

Day four of the workshop began deciphering NEP with sociological lens after the usual report
reading. this time by Ashish. Dr. Amrit Mehta spoke on the topic Sociology of Education with
Rerorence 1o NEP 2020, He invoked the teachings of’ Swami Vivekananda and Mahatma Gandhi-
e eminent social reformers who shaped generations in their own lashion. He credited the
Changes in social order for the emergence of NEP 2020 document. He further asserted that our
~ocicly is suffering from the menace of social disparity and NEP addresses this aspect. NEP also
aims at social mobility of the under privilcged. He concluded his talk by invoking girl students to
~hoose non-traditional fields and focus on skill development and life-long learning.

in hi wlk on Play for Life: (Unveiling) the Lifelong Benefits, Prof. Harinder Thakur regret the
Cndition of physical and sports science in India and in Himachal Pradesh. He noted with pain
ot only 2% of the Indians are involved in competitive sports in India. Lamenting on the
- tment on sports, India spends about 0.07% of its GDP. In terms of absolute money India
poende 25 247+ per person per annum as compared (o Rs. 1000/~ per person per annum in
alin and Rs. 5000/- per person per annum in England. He stated that the NEP 2020 aims at
fullithing the objective of “to do to know” and this holistic development is not possible without

promoting sports seience. He cited various reasons for the lack of interest among youth for
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choosing a carcer i physical educations lack of physical ifrastructige md facilitics. lack of

avarlabthty of physical education tean hers and resemreh material, tocus on theoretical rather than

lack of scientihic approach to physical education et He concluded his
ke the Fit

practical aspects,
discussion by detaling several mitiatives of the state and the central governments 1
India Movement. Khelo India Games. Target o Podium Scheme (1TOPS). National Sports
Development Fund (NSDI) ete. To underline the importance of physical exertion he

Shaw- “We don't plaving because we grow old. We grow old because we stop playing .

qllrm;«l G

o addiion o appreciating the efforts ol both the resource persons. the chief guest Dr. Maneesha
Nohli stressed the importance of change. She urged the students to avail opportuntties and focus

on positivity and avoid negativity.

In the series of lectures on Decoding NEP 2020, day five was listed lor historical and political
perspectives. In this series the first talk of the day was delivered by Dr. Subhash Kapta. but not
before Privanka. President of the College SCA presented the report. He presented his views on
Ancient Phase of History with Reference to Ancient Civilization where he made foray into the
ancient civilizations of the world such as Egyptian. Mesopotamian/ Sumerian. Babylonian. Indus
\'alley. Vedic. Chinese. Roman. Maya etc. He made a detailed presentation about their historical
past and their innovations and contributions which affect us even today in various aspects of our
lite such as agriculture. craftsmanship, script invention, architecture, mathematical calculations,
town construction and m.any other fields.

This was followed by a talk by Dr. Devender Chand on How is Political Science Relevant to the
Contemporary Population? With Special Reference to NEP 2020. He started his argument by
stating that NEP 2020 is merely a draft document. a vision document in public domain, not a
leval document. It requires a systematic and serious not shallow discussion on the state of
cducation system and policy in India before it acquires a legal status. He attempted to decode
NP 2020 from three angles- NTti (Policy). Niyat (Motive). and Rajniti (Politics). He did not find
fault with the first two aspects of the NEP 2020 as the policy document was in convention with
the carlier two NEP documents of 1968 and 1986, with minor changes. His objections were with
revards 1o the politics behind drafting of such a document. He ended his comprehensive
deliberation by highlighting certain questions on expenditure, equity. privatization and
commercialization of education, feasibility of apex governance like National Education
Commission (NEC). National Higher Education Council (NHEC) and finally the implementation
of the Policy. All agreed to his sentiments when he said that the “Text is good. all we need to see
is the Context of it™.

Ihe last day of the workshop began with the report reading by Muskan followed by a
presentation on Service Rules Literacy by Prof. Inder Prakash Negi and Sh. Naresh Sharma.

It s followed by a musical rendition/ interpretation of NEP 2020 by Dr. Kamini Shandil in her
talh on Role 0f Music in Human /I/(’
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The workshop concluded on 22" December 2023, In her valedictory address the chiel puest Dr.
Mancesha Kohlis besides congratulating the collepe TOAC on successtully arganizing the
workshop. applauded the efforts put in by all the faculty member and students for their
cooperation and active participation. She also introduced the gathering o the I550es concerning
taditional knowledge. patenting. intellectual property rights. geographic indicators and Indian
Anowledpe system and urped the students to take interest in these arcas ol knowledge. She also
ashed the students o focus on research. innovation and adopt multidisciplinary approach which
<he behieved s the Indian way of doing things. She concluded by invoking Swami Vivekananda

where he opined that in order to make India great there is a need to cducate all.
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NOTICT:
Allthe students  of this college is herby
mformed that the college is conducting one-
week WOI‘kShOp‘ on Decoding National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 w.e.f 16™ - 22™
December 2023.The attendance of all students

1s compulsory for the workshop.

?({/)\,\ ‘ Q\‘M .
Cohxenor Principal

IQAC . Govt. College Chail Koti
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Day - Dare ~Subject
a1 |
System
| 17-12-2023 SUNDAY  THOLIDAY
PR 1222000 Thindi & lnglish
19-12-2025 | Commerce & Economics
S 20-12-2023 | Sociology & Physical Education
0 21-12-2023 | History & Political Science
|
22-12-2023 | Mathematics & Music
|
Putron

Dr. Maneesh
rincipitl

1DC Chaill K

7 Days Workshop on NEP 2020
Organized by TOAC Cell

Stacting from 17-12-2023 (o 22-12-2023

| Resource Persons

IRE Introduction to NP 2020 and Hbrary Management Dr. Ajay Kumar

‘ &
Sh. Prem Sharma

J

; I)r.‘/\juy Khurana .
j Prof. Vishal Rangta
&

Prol. Bobija Sharma

Dr. Ajay Kumar
&
Dr. Susheel

" Dr. Amrit Singh Mchta |
& i

Prof. Harinder Thakur

Dr. Subhash Kapta
&
' Dr. Devender Singh

“Prof. Inder Negi
& |
Dr. Kamini Shandil :

L eohli

ol

Convenor
Dr. Ajay Kumar

IQAC —-Co-Ordinator
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